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NOT VOTING—13

Brewster
Brown (OH)
Buyer
Dickey
McInnis
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Wilson

b 1413

Mr. ORTIZ changed his vote from
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1745, UTAH PUBLIC LANDS
MANAGEMENT ACT OF 1995

Ms. PRYCE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 104–404) on the resolution (H.
Res. 303) providing for the consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1745) to designate
certain public lands in the State of
Utah as wilderness, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.
f

b 1415

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1977,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1996

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 301, I call up the
conference report on the bill (H.R. 1977)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1996, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAHOOD). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 301, the conference report is con-
sidered as having been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
December 12, 1995 at page H14288.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. REGULA] will be
recognized for 30 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. YATES] will
be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. REGULA].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, this

is the conference report on Interior. As
my colleagues know, it was recommit-
ted once on the question of the morato-
rium on mining, and the second time
on the mining issue and also on the
Tongass timber program.

Mr. Speaker, the questions on mining
and the Tongass, I will address, but let
me say at the outset I think what we
have is a very fair bill. For example, we
had dozens and dozens of requests from
Members for various things that might
impact in their districts, and the num-
ber on the Democratic side that we re-
sponded to is actually a few more than
on the Republican side. We made an ef-
fort to respond on the merits of the is-
sues without regard to partisanship,
and I would hope that my colleagues on
the minority side would support this
legislation. I think likewise that the
majority Members should do the same,
and I think, as I explain what we made
in the way of changes, that my col-
leagues will understand we have re-
sponded to the concerns of the Mem-
bers.

Also I think it is very important that
we get this bill down to the President,
and I would hope he would sign it.
There are 130,000 employees who are
waiting and hoping that this legisla-
tion will become law so they can get on
with the job of managing the parks,
keeping the gates open for the public
to enjoy these wonderful facilities;
likewise in managing our forests, our
public lands, the grazing lands, the fish
and wildlife facilities, the Smithso-
nian, the National Gallery. Many of my
colleagues probably had their visitors
here experience the fact that the doors
were closed on the Smithsonian, the
National Gallery, the Kennedy Center
during the period of time, the 5 days or
so, that we did not have funding, and,
if we can get this conference report
passed in the House and the Senate, get
it to the President, I think to examine
the merits of the bill, that the execu-
tive branch, the President, will recog-
nize that we have been as fair as pos-
sible, that we have addressed the prob-
lems.

I want to say also at the outset that
there is some talk about a budget bust-
er. That has got to be the new math in
this town, because this bill is $1.3 bil-
lion under 1995 in budget authority. It
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